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Bilingualism

A new p lan  fa r  b t l ingua l  educat ton  in  the  Los  Anqe les  schoo/  sys tem (above) .  the  Un l te . /  .S la tes  second
larqes t ,  ca l l s  lo r  teach ing  mos l  courses  tn  s tudents  na t ive  language un t l l  they  lea tn  Eng l tsh

Bi l i ngua l  educa t i on -va r i ous  fo rms  o f  i n -
s t ruc t i on  I n  two  l anguages -has  ex i s ted  as  a
common  way  o f  schoo l i ng  t h roughou t  t he
wor ld  f o r  many  cen tu r i es .  Wh i l e  such  i ns t ruc -
t i on  was  used  to  some  deg ree  i n  t he  Un i ted
S ta tes  i n  t he  19 th  cen tu ry ,  i t  was  i n t roduced
more  fo rma l l y  i n  1963  i n  M iam i ,  FL ,  i n  response
to  t he  needs  o f  t he  Cuban -Amer i can  commu-
n i t y  and  th rough  the  suppo r t  o f  Eng l i sh -speak -
i ng  pa ren ts  who  wan ted  the i r  ch i l d ren  to  l ea rn
Soanish,

In  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  t oday  b i l i ngua l  educa -
t ion refers to the use of  two languages,  one of
wh i ch  i s  Eng l i sh ,  as  med iums  o f  i ns t ruc t i on  f o r
a l l  cu r r i cu la r  sub lec t s .  Wh i l e  o r i g i na l l y  de -
s igned  ma in l y  f o r  non -Eng l i sh -speak rng  s tu -
den ts ,  i nc reas ing  numbers  o f  c l asses  p rov ide
b i l i ngua l  i ns t ruc t i on  f o r  bo th  ma jo r i t y  and  m i -
nor i ty  s tudents who choose to at tend.  Federal
8nd  s ta te  l eg i s l a t i on  and  cou r t  dec i s i ons  have
provided incent ives for  development  of  specia l
I ns t ruc t i on  t o r  l anguage -m ino r i t y  s tuden ts
( those  who  come f  r om a  home in  wh i ch  a  l an -
guage  o the r  t han  Eng l i sh  i s  spoken ) ,  w i t h  such
p rog rams  hav rng  expanded  th roughou t  a lmos t

0 i  the states.
The  o r i g i na lf ede ra l  l eg i s l a t i on ,  t he  B i l i n -

Ac t  o f  1968 .  o r  T i t l e  V l l  o f  t he
Seconda ry  Educa t i on  Ac t ,  was

Educa t i  o  n

d e s r g n e d  t o  a s s r s t  l a n g u a g e - m r n o r t y  c h r l d r e n
o f  l o w - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  w e r e  n o n -  o r  l i m -
i t ed -Eng l i sh -speak ing  as  we l l  as  l anguage -
m ino r i t y  ch i l d ren  who  were  no t  succeed ing
a c a d e m i c a l l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  f l u e n t  i n  E n g l i s h
R e a u t h o r i z e d  f o u r  t i m e s .  t h e  B i l i n g u a l  E d u c a -
t i on  Ac t  o f  19BB con t i nues  to  o rov ide  sDec ia l
se rv i ces  f o r  l im i t ed -Eng l i sh -p ro f  i c i en t  s tuden ts
o f  a l l  soc ioeconomic  backg rounds  fo r  t hose
schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  t ha t  choose  to  app l y  1o r  f  unds
Twe lve  s ta tes  (A laska ,  A r i zona ,  Ca l i f o rn ia ,
Connec t i cu t ,  l l l i no i s ,  l owa ,  Massachuse t t s .
M ich igan ,  New Je rsey ,  Texas ,  Wash ing ton ,  and
W i s c o n s i n )  m a n d a t e  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r
l anguage -m ino r i t y  s tuden ts  t h rough  s ta te  l eg -
i s l a t i on ,  and  12  add i t i ona l  s ta tes  (Co lo rado ,  l n -
d iana ,  Kansas ,  Ma ine .  M inneso ta .  New
H a m p s h i r e ,  N e w  M e x i c o .  N e w  Y o r k .  O r e g o n ,
Rhode  l s l and ,  Sou th  Dako ta ,  and  U tah )  have
l e g i s l a t i o n  e x p l i c i t l y  p e r m i t t i n g  b i l i n g u a l  t n -
s t ruc l ron .

Types .  Many  d r f f e ren t  t ypes  o f  b i l i ngua l -
p rog ram mode ls  have  been  deve loped  to  mee t
the  g rea t l y  va ry ing  needs  o f  s tuden ts .  Fou r
ma jo r  mode ls  a re  t r ans i t i ona l .  marn tenance .
two -way ,  and  immers ion  T rans i t i ona l  ( "ea r l y -
e x i t " )  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  s e g r e g a t e d
mode l ,  o f f e red  on l y  t o  l anguage -m ino r i t y  s tu -
d e n t s  w h o  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  E n o l i s h  o r o f i c i e n c v .  l ttary and
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i s  t yp i ca l l y  a  two - to - th ree -yea r  p rog ram,  de -
s igned  to  t each  Eng l i sh  as  a  second  l anguage
a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  s t u d e n t s ' s u b j e c t  m a s t e r y  a n d
cogn i t i ve  deve lopmen t  i n  na t i ve  l anguage .
T rans i t i ona l  c l asses  a re  espec ia l l y  impor tan t
fo r  o lde r  s tuden ts ,  who  canno t  a f f o rd  t o  l ose
t ime  i n  sub jec t -a rea  i ns t ruc t i on  wh i l e  l ea rn ing
b a s i c  E n g l i s h .

l n  c o n t r a s t ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  ( " l a t e  e x i t " )  b i l i n -
gua l  p rog rams  p lace  l ess  emphas i s  on  ex i t i ng
s tuden ts  f  r om na t i ve - l anguage  c lasses  as  soon
as  poss ib le .  I ns tead ,  s tuden ts  rece i ve  sub jec t -
a rea  i ns t ruc t i on  i n  bo th  l anguages  equa l l y  f o r
as  many  g rades  as  t he  schoo l  sys tem can  p ro -
v ide  In  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  mos t  ma in tenance
p rog rams  end  i n  t he  s i x th  g rade  w i th  second -
a r y - l e v e l  i n s t r u c t i o n  t a u g h t  o n l y  i n  E n g l i s h ,
ma in l y  f o r  l ack  o l  b i l i ngua l - t eache r  resou rces .
Resea rch  has  shown  tha t  w i t h  no  na t i ve - l an -
guage  i ns t ruc t i on ,  i t  t akes  a  s tuden t  f  i ve  t o
e rgh t  yea rs  t o  become f  u l l y  p ro f  i c i en t  i n  a l l  as -
pec ts  o f  second  l anguage  needed  to r  schoo l -
i ng  Th i s  p rocess  can  be  sho r tened  th rough
the  t rans fe r  o f  academic  sk i l l s  f  r om f  i r s t  t o  sec -
ond  l anguage  i n  a  ma in tenance  b i l i ngua l  p ro -
g ram,  as  s tuden ts  gene ra l l y  beg in  t o  succeed
in  academic  ach ievemen t  a f t e r  t h ree  to  f i ve
y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  i n  b o t h  l a n g u a g e s .  I n  a
t r a n s i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ,  n a t i v e - l a n g u a g e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n  h e l p s  s i g n i l i c a n t l y .  H o w e v e r ,  y o u n g e r  s t u -
den ts  some t imes  a re  ex i t ed  t oo  ea r l y ,  caus ing
t h e i r  l o n g - t e r m  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  t o
su f fe r .

T w o - w a y  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m s ,  a  t h i r d  m o d e l ,
a re  ano the r  f o rm  o f  t he  ma in tenance  t ype ,  w i t h
Eng l i sh -speak ing  s tuden ts  added  to  t he
c lasses  In  t he  beg inn ing  s tages  o f  imp lemen-
ta t i on ,  two  teache rs  i ns t ruc t  each  l anguage
g roup  sepa ra te l y  i n  na t i ve  l anguage  fo r  a  po r -
t i on  o f  t he  day ,  w i t h  second  l anguage  ac t i v i t i es
tha t  a re  mean ing f  u l  t o  t he  s tuden ts  p rov ided  i n
a l l  sub jec t  a reas .  As  bo th  l anguage  g roups
g r o w  r n  t h e i r  s e c o n d - l a n g u a g e  p r o f i c i e n c y ,
they  wo rk  t oge the r  a t  a l l  t imes ,  w i t h  ha l f  o f
t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m  t a u g h t  i n  e a c h  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s
i n teg ra ted  mode l  avo ids  i so la t i on  o f  t he  m ino r -
i t y  g roup ,  i nc reas ing  se l f - es teem and  i n te rcu l -
t u ra l  unde rs tand ing .

The  fou r th  ma jo r  p rog ram mode l ,  immer -
s ion ,  f  i r s t  was  deve loped  i n  Canada  f  o r  speak -
e rs  o f  Eng l i sh  t o  l ea rn  F rench  by  be ing
s c h o o l e d  i n  b o t h  l a n g u a g e s  l t  h a s  b e e n  s o
success fu l  i n  deve lop ing  p ro f i c i ency  i n  bo th
languages  as  we l l  as  con t i nu ing  s tuden ts '
s t rong  academtc  ach ievemen t  t ha t  immers ion
p rog rams  have  mush roomed  i n  Canada ,  even
sp read rng  to  p rov inces  where  the re  a re  f ew
French  speake rs .  U .S .  immers ion  p rog rams
now a re  g row ing  i n  number ,  w i t h  more  than  68
s c h o o l s  i m p l e m e n t i n g  b i l i n g u a l - i m m e r s i o n

c lasses  i n  Span i sh ,  F rench ,  German ,  o r  Can -
tonese ,  and  Eng l i sh .  Th i s  mode l  i s  no t  t o  be
con fused  w i th  s t ruc tu red  immers ion  i n  t he
Un i ted  S ta tes .  i n  wh i ch  the  cu r r i cu lum i s
taugh t  exc lus i ve l y  i n  Eng l i sh ,  w i t h  t he  m ino r i t y
l a n g u a g e  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  i n  s c h o o l .

Ea r l y  t o ta l  immers ion ,  one  va r i a t i on ,  i n i .
t i a l l y  p rov ides  a l l  i ns t ruc t i on  i n  t he  m ino r i t y
l anguage  fo r  k i nde rga r ten  and  f i r s t  g rade ,  i n -
t r oduces  the  ma jo r i t y  l anguage  i n  second
g rade ,  and  by  f ou r th  g rade  teaches  ha l f  t he  day
in  one  l anguage  and  ha l f  i n  t he  o the r .  La te  t o ta l
immers ion ,  a  second  va r i a t i on ,  p rov ides  the
immers ion  expe r i ence  i n  a  m ino r i t y  l anguage
a t  seven th -  o r  e igh th -g rade  l eve l .  A  t h i r d  va r i a -
t i on ,  pa r t i a l  immers ion ,  i s  equ i va len t  t o  ma in -
tenance ,  w i t h  s tuden ts  s tudy ing  ha l f  a  day  i n
one  l anguage  and  ha l f  i n  t he  o the r  f o r  as  many
yea rs  as  t he  schoo l  sys tem can  p rov ide .  I n .
c reas ing  numbers  o f  two -way  immers ion
c lasses ,  a  f ou r th  va r i a t i on ,  now  a re  deve lop ing
in  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .

A ims .  I n  a l l  t ypes  o f  b i l i ngua l  p rog rams ,
the re  a re  t h ree  i ns t ruc t i ona l  a ims .  ( . 1  )  con t i nu -
i ng  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  f  i r s t  l anguage ,  (2 )  ac -
qu i s i t i on  o t  t he  second  l anguage ,  and  (3 )
i ns t ruc t i on  i n  a l l  sub jec t  a reas  (e .9 . ,  ma themat -
i cs ,  sc ience ,  soc ia l  s tud res )  us ing  bo th  f  i r s t  and
second  l anguages .  The  p rog ram mode ls  may
d i f f e r  as  t o  t he  t ime  each  l anguage  i s  i n t ro -
d u c e d  o r  e n d e d  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  a m o u n t
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t i m e  i n  e a c h  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t h e
deg ree  o f  i n teg ra t i on  o f  m ino r i t y  and  ma jo r i t y
s t u d e n t s .  W h i l e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m s
are  the  mos t  w idesp read  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes ,
i n teg ra ted  two -way  mode ls  a re  g row ing  i n  pop -
u la r i t y  as  more  Eng l i sh -speak ing  pa ren ts
choose  to  have  the i r  ch i l d ren  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  b i -
l i n g u a l  c l a s s e s .  l n  p r o g r a m  e v a l u a t i o n s .  i m -
mers ion ,  two -way ,  and  ma in tenance  b i l i ngua l
p rog rams  have  been  the  mos t  success f  u l  i n
l ong - te rm h igh  academic  ach ievemen t  o f  bo th
m ino r i t y  and  ma jo r i t y  s tuden ts

M o s t  l a n g u a g e - m i n o r r t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e
Un i ted  S ta tes  have  endo rsed  the  impor tance  o f
t he  deve lopmen t  o f  s tuden ts '  f  i r s t  l anguage  l i t -
e r a c y  a n d  s c h o o l  s k i l l s ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  l o r m a l
pub l i c  o r  p r i va te  schoo l s ,  o r  t h rough  i n fo rma l
home and  commun i t y  i ns t ruc t i on ,  whe reve r
poss ib le .  Resea rch  c lea r l y  shows  tha t  f  i r s t  l an -
guage  l i t e racy  and  cogn i t i ve  deve lopmen t  s i g -
n i f i can t l y  a id  second  l anguage  acqu i s i t i on  f o r
schoo l  pu rposes .  Soc io log i s t s  have  found  tha t ,
contrary to the fears expressed by some mono-
l i n g u a l s ,  b i l i n g u a l  s c h o o l i n g  i n c r e a s e s  h a r m o -
n ious  re la t i ons  be tween  e thn i c  g roups  and
fac i l i t a tes  l anguage  m ino r i t i es '  accu l t u ra t i on
to  and  success fu l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t he  new
soc ie t y .
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